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Sustainable and Nature based Tourism IT Course  
and Handbook 

 

The STITCH project promoted by the German Ernst-Moritz-Arndt Universität Greifswald (EMAUG) and 
funded by the European Commission’s Key Activity 3/ICT of the Lifelong Learning Programme1 has the 
following main goals: 

 improving general learning in the sustainable and nature-based tourism sector 

 strengthening the position of this sector within the general tourism industry 

 introducing IT-based learning to the educational programmes of leading training providers. 
 
Target Groups of the Project 

The STITCH project is tailored for the following main target groups:  

 VET/higher education providers and their students in the tourism sector 

 communities/regions focusing on tourism 

 policy makers at the education, labour market, regional development and ecological levels. 
 
Partnership 

Besides Bucharest Academy of Economic Studies, Tourism-Services Department, the projects partnership 
comprises of eight experienced and reliable partners from seven other different countries (Germany, Austria, 
Denmark, Lithuania, Portugal, Turkey and the United Kingdom). They represent different organisations, 
sectors and perspectives, such as VET providers, universities, SMEs (Small and Medium-sized Enterprises), 
chambers of commerce and not for profit associations. 

Output and Results 

The main outputs and results of this project will be: 

 STITCH curriculum 

 material pool and learning content  

 STITCH handbook, e-learning course and learning DVD 

 pilot training in 7 countries for the evaluation of the materials developed 

 STITCH European policy strategy 

 project website (www.stitch-project.eu) with a download section containing all documents 

 large number of dissemination activities (e.g. flyers, posters, conferences) and sustainable implementation 
of the STITCH training course in national educational programmes. 

                                                            

1 http://ec.europa.eu/education/lifelong-learning-programme/doc78_en.htm 

International Projects 
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All materials will be available in English, German, Danish, Lithuanian, Portuguese, Romanian and Turkish. 
 
The STITCH IT course will be developed for use at 3 different educational levels: general VET Level 
(Vocational and Educational Training), Bachelor Level and Masters Level. 

 

 
 

The project kicked off with the first meeting in Bad Gleichenberg, Austria, from 11th to 12th January 2010. 
The project partners familiarised themselves with the project topic and all of the relevant issues.  
 
Second Partner Meeting  
 

 
 

The second project meeting took place in Bucharest and Brasov, Romania, from 14th to 15th October 2010. 
The main issues were the presentation and discussions over the STITCH curriculum and material pool as 
well as the agreement of the basic structure for the e-learning environment.  

The result of the discussions was the agreement upon the main content of the individual modules as follows: 

 Module 1: general definitions as basis of other modules (Introduction to Sustainable Tourism); 

 Module 2: heritage, clearly including the food and drink areas (Heritage Tourism); 

 Module 3: protected areas and nature tourism (Tourism in protected areas); 

 Module 4: practice for all three levels (Sustainable Tourism in Practice); 

 Module 5: generic dimension overlapping/interfering with all other areas, including two major 
sections: business ethics and intercultural interferences. 
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Moreover, it was established that is crucially important during the development of the detailed training 
materials: 

 to have a distinctive perspective on each levels: VET – operational and practical issues, Bachelor - 
management,  Master - strategic management and innovation; 

 to keep a clear and sharp focus on the sustainability in the tourism area; 
 to respect and reflect in all modules the three dimensions of sustainability: economic, ecologic and 

social. 
As best practice examples for sustainable tourism the Romanian team organized visits to Bran Castle and 
Vila Bran Club. 

 
 

The next project meeting will take place in Istanbul, Turkey, from 17th to 18th March 2011. You are welcome 
to take the opportunity to meet the project group in the flesh to discuss relevant topics of the STITCH project 
or to exchange information and experiences of importance. If you would like to, please be so kind as to make 
contact with the project group in good time so that the appropriate arrangements can be made. 

 

 
 

For further information or if you are working on similar projects please visit www.stitch-project.eu 
and/or contact us: 

 

Prof. dr. Gabriela Tigu - gabriela.tigu@com.ase.ro 

Lect. Catalina Brindusoiu - cbrindusoiu@ase.ro 

http://www.turism-servicii.ase.ro/ 
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The international conference "Facing the Challenges of the Future: Excellence in Business " was held 
between 22 to 25 September 2010 under the patronage IGWT (Internationale Gesellschaft für 
Warenwissenschaften und Technologie), 17th edition and organized by the Faculty of Commerce of the 

Bucharest Academy of Economic Studies. The event gathered about 200 teachers and researchers from 10 
countries who participated in sessions and workshops organized in Bucharest and Poiana Brasov.  
The conference was a scientific and organizational success and, at the end, Romania represented by the Dean 
of the Faculty of Commerce, Mrs. prof. dr. Rodica Pamfilie has been designed as the leading organization for 
the next two years. 

Conferences 


